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PhD project funding opportunities through NorVicFoods 
NorVicFoods is offering either full stipends or scholarship top-ups for PhD students with projects 

that are designed around agriculture and food innovation that can be applied in the Hume region of 

Victoria, Australia. 

Who is NorVicFoods? 
One of the themes in the Regional Development Victoria, Hume regional priorities report in 2018   
was “Going global in the food economy - The food industry is an underlying economic driver of the 
Hume Region. Dairy, horticulture and cattle remain the strengths of the region and there is 
opportunity to leverage further from downstream manufacturing and transport links to strengthen 
the global focus of the food economy.” 
 
The NorVicFoods venture is designed to strengthen the agri-food innovation system in the Hume.  It 
is a project within the Faculty of Veterinary and Agricultural Sciences, School of Agriculture and 
Food, University of Melbourne.  It is jointly funded through the Victorian Higher Education State 
Investment Fund (VHESIF, Dept of Education and Training) and the University of Melbourne, with a 
co-founding partner in Sensand Technologies Pty Ltd. 
 

PhD scholar and project selection criteria 
A NorVicFoods PhD scholar would need to meet to the following criteria: 

• In addition to the criteria set down by the hosting University of Melbourne Faculty, the 

scholar (with support from their supervisors) would need to commit to the goal of seeing 

their knowledge and skills contributed to the development of the agri-food industry sector in 

the Hume region of Victoria; 

• to achieve this fully, the scholar would need to engage with the community at least once 

every six months during the course of the scholarship including the presentation of at least 

one public lecture covering the work, delivered if possible in the region. 

 

A NorVicFoods PhD project would need to meet these criteria: 

• In addition to the criteria set down by the hosting University of Melbourne Faculty, the 

scientific discovery goals must foresee a solution to a significant agri-food sector challenge; 

• the pathway for delivery should involve digital solutions;  

• the project incorporates or foresees a link to at least one Hume-based company that is 

confronted by that challenge (NorVicFoods will help identify those businesses). 

Next steps 
To register your interest in a NorVicFood scholarship and project please email your resume and a 

cover letter detailing the reasons for your interest, your proposed  research project and how you see 

it relating to the agri-food industry to contact-norvicfoods@unimelb.edu.au and please list the 

names of potential academic supervisor’s with whom you have discussed the scholarship and 

projects. 
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