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Diploma in General Studies (Extended)
Combine science and Indigenous knowledge and open doors to further 

study or employment

The DiGS (Extended) program exists to provide 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander school 
leavers and mature-aged students with a 
pathway to the University of Melbourne. Study 
DiGS (Extended) and receive guaranteed 
entry* into a University of Melbourne 
Bachelors degree or gain employment skills.

This course will allow you to build your skills to 
achieve at university while living in a 
supportive community. No ATAR is needed to 
apply for DiGS (Extended). You can study 
prerequisite subjects you may have missed in 
high school and earn credit towards an 
undergraduate degree.

Course Overview
Explore the relationship between land and 
culture, the science that allows plants and 
animals to grow and flourish, the 
management of environments and businesses 
and communication to succeed in work and 
study. You will learn at the University of 
Melbourne’s Dookie campus, located on Yorta 
Yorta country, around 30 minutes from 
Shepparton, Victoria. DiGS (Extended) allows 
you to:

- Combine academic skills with Indigenous 
perspectives, histories and culture through the 
context of science

- Earn up to 7 subjects of credit towards the 
Bachelor of Agriculture - almost one year of 
full-time study (some credit also available 
towards other Bachelors degrees)

- Explore your study options before you 
commit to a bachelors degree 

- Completed VCE or equivalent; or completed 
an appropriate VET qualification at 
Certificate IV level or above.

- Academic capacity and potential for 
leadership in the community, assessed by 
interview and by referee reports. 

 For more information, visit fvas.unimelb.edu.au/digs-extended

*Provided subject prerequisites and required study 
scores are met.

Key Details
Entry Requirements

Guaranteed entry into 
Melbourne degrees
Be eligible for guaranteed entry* into the 
following University of Melbourne degrees 
with the results below:
-  Bachelor of Agriculture (pass in all subjects)

-  Bachelor of Arts (average score of 75%)

-  Bachelor of Commerce (average score of 
85% and meeting mathematics prerequisite)

-  Bachelor of Design (average score of 75%)

-  Bachelor of Science (average score of 75% 
and meeting laboratory science and 
mathematics prerequisites).

As of 2021, the indicative total cost of DiGS 
(Extended) is $5,916 (HECS-HELP loans may 
be used to defer full cost of tuition). 

Additional accommodation costs apply for 
residential experience, however scholarships 
are available (see Scholarships).

Commonwealth Government ABSTUDY 
support may also be available to assist with 
tuition costs for this course. For more 
information, visit:

murrupbarak.unimelb.edu.au/study/
abstudy

Scholarships

Access a range of scholarships worth up to 
$15,000 to help you fund your living expenses, 
including:

-  Destination Australia Scholarships

-  Indigenous Commonwealth Scholarships

-  Faculty of Veterinary and Agricultural 
Sciences Scholarships

Visit fvas.unimelb.edu.au/scholarships for 
further information and how to apply. 

Course Intake and Duration

February (Semester 1)
1.5 years full time (150 credit points)

How to apply
You can apply through the Victorian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre (VTAC) or via direct 
application.  For further information about 
how to apply, visit:
go.unimelb.edu.au/9dfi

Please note that this course is only available to 
domestic students of Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander descent.    

Fees
All DiGS (Extended) students receive a 
Commonwealth Supported Place (CSP). 

- Study science and mathematics prerequisite 
subjects you may have missed in high school

-  Explore your independence and life away 
from home in a close, supportive community



 For more information, visit fvas.unimelb.edu.au/digs-extended
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Your experience at Dookie
Enjoy being surrounded by nature, a close-knit community and 
the convenience of on-campus accommodation close to your 
classrooms and study facilities.
The destination
Our picturesque Dookie campus, located on Yorta Yorta country in the Goulburn Valley in Victoria’s north, is an ideal setting for you to experience 
tertiary study. The area is known for its stunning views of Mount Major, wildlife, bushland and agriculture.

Visit fvas.unimelb.edu.au/dookie for more information.

Live independently in a home way from home 

Students may choose to live on campus full-time or for only part of the week. Classrooms and facilities are within close walking distance from 
student accommodation.

During your DiGS (Extended) journey, you’ll enjoy the experience of independent living among friends and classmates, with the convenience of 
on-campus accommodation close to your classrooms, study facilities and all the leisure amenities Dookie has to offer.

In addition to the Dookie campus accommodation, our friends at the Academy of Sports, Health and Education (ASHE) in Shepparton also have 
accommodation and support services available for DIGS (Extended) students. Living and studying at either Dookie campus or ASHE, will help you 
form friendships and skills that will last a lifetime.

Community
Living on campus, you will experience a unique student lifestyle with a close-knit staff and student community, relaxing after class on the 2,440-
hectare property and surrounds. Discover the campus research farm, including a winery, grazing and cropping areas and orchard, and chat with 
researchers on-site who are exploring critical issues such as food security, biodiversity and water efficiency.

Supportive learning
The support of staff, small class sizes and both face-to-face and online learning provide a learning environment that allows you to access 
support and form important study networks.

Convenient facilities
Be sure to take advantage of the many recreational facilities on offer. These include a swimming pool, gym, tennis and basketball courts, cricket 
nets, sports grounds and squash courts, with many social activities on offer.

Have a question? Please contact:
Chris Warrior
Programs and Pathways Officer
Faculty of Veterinary and 
Agricultural Sciences
0479 198 086
chris.warrior@unimelb.edu.au
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